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quaintance  of   Balzac's  rich  and  distinguished ussian wife.
However, in his native country, Balzac was istined never to receive a full guerdon of adula-sn and admiration ; for though he was visited r a few friends, the doctors insisted on keeping m otherwise in the strictest retirement. Theophile Gautier relates that he went to the ue Fortunee to say good-bye to his friend before arting for Italy, and, though disappointed not
•  see him, was relieved  about his health when Id that he was out driving.    However, a little ter, a letter was brought to Gautier which had ;en dictated by Balzac to his wife, in which he ^plained that he had only gone to the Custom-mse to get out some luggage, and had done this gainst the express orders of his doctors.    How-rer, he spoke cheerfully of his health, saying that :; was feeling better, and that the next day the actors intended to attack the chronic malady from hich he was suffering.    For two months at least 3 expected to be kept like a mummy, and not
•   be  allowed to speak or to move;  but there ere   great  hopes of his   ultimate recovery.     If autier came again, he hoped for a letter before-md  naming the day and hour, that he might Ttainly be at home; as in the solitude to which i was doomed by the doctors, his friend's affection enied  to him  more precious   than   ever.    All lis  was written in  Madame de Balzac's hand-riting, and under it Balzac had scrawled: " I canaring out of the faithful and passionate love which had lasted for sixteen years, and soonly five daysalzac.ou CEuvre," by Julien Lemer.
17account of the case, and may be found in " Un dernier chapitre de I'Histoire des (Euvres de H. de Balzac/' by the Vicomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul.
